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860 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

Die Stellung der Bischofe von Meissen, Merseburg und 
Naumburg im Investiturstreite unter Heinrich IV. UND 
Heinrich V. Von Dr. KarlBenz. Dresden : Justus Nau- 
mann's Buchhandlung(L.Ungelenk), 1899. Pp.81. M. 1.50. 

Dr. Benz has carefully examined the conduct of the bishops of 
these three bishoprics during the Saxon wars and the struggle about 
investiture (1073-11 22). In general, he has reached the same results as 
have the historians of the period, but he has been able to correct some of 
their mistakes and misapprehensions, and to clarify some points which 
have hitherto been obscure. He has made it apparent that in Ger- 
many at least the struggle about investiture was in great measure the 
continuation of the Saxon wars, and that the opponents of Henry IV. 
were almost the same in both struggles. Dr. Benz insists on the far- 
reaching influence of the Saxon wars on the later development of 
affairs in Germany. These wars determined the policy of the bishops 
named above ; they did not understand the theoretical ecclesiastical 
questions involved, but were influenced by the political situation. 

Henry IV. reaped the fruits of the misguided policy of Otto I. in 
enriching and strengthening the high clergy in the vain hope that they 
would always aid the crown against rebellious nobles. 

In an excursus Dr. Benz has shown the untrustworthiness of the 
annals of Lambert of Hersfeld in their account of the journey of 
Henry IV. to Canossa and his meeting with the pope there. There 
is need of still further critical work along the same line. 

The author shows in his work a good critical method, sound judg- 
ment, and a thorough knowledge of the sources. 

The University of Chicago. Oliver J. Thatcher. 



La Mort civile des Religieux dans l'ancien Droit Francais. 
Etude historique et critique. Par l'Abbe Ch. Landry, 
Docteur en Droit Canonique. Paris : Alphonse Picard et 
Fils, editeurs, 1900. Pp. xii + 174. 

It is a well-known fact that in France during the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries monks and nuns were deprived of their civil 
rights. Before the law of the land they were practically in the same 
position as convicted criminals. By a legal fiction they were smitten 
with what was called "civil death." The author attempts to determine 
just what this was, in what ways and to what extent it affected those 
concerned. 



